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From the Editor 


Central door locking 

Club member Brian McMillan 
(N.S.W.) is offering an interesting and 
useful conversion for owners of early 
Silver Shadow/Bentley T Series cars not 
fitted with factory central door locking 
system — i.e. those built prior to 
September, 1970. Brian can install a 
very effective system that does not 
involve the fitting of any additional 
switches or any modifications to door 
trims. The appearance of the car 
remains unchanged. If desired, a key- 
ring remote control may be incorpor- 
ated. Additionally, an anti-theft system 
may be incorporated and it is under- 
stood that it may be possible to utilize 
the existing handbrake warning light to 
avoid departing from original 
appearance by fitting an additional 
flashing light on the instrument panel. 

Details may be obtained from Brian 
McMillan on (02) 705 6675 (business? 
hours) or (02) 708 6807 (at home). 


Lambswool over-rugs 

York Motors Sydney offer particularly 
attractive and beautifully tailored 
lambswool rugs for owners who wish to 
protect their original carpets and/or add 
significantly to the luxurious ambience 
of their car’s interior. The rugs come in 
all colours and may be made for any 
Rolls-Royce or Bentley model. 


Restoration of 50 OR 

It is hoped that not too many 
members were alarmed at Life 
Members Jim Kelso (N.S.W.) and David 
Jones (Vic.) slinging off at each other in 
the pages of PRAECLARUM! Jim and 
David are the best of friends and their 


little battle was, | am assured. a good- 
natured joke between old friends. 
Although | drew the correspondence to 
a close in the last issue, Jim has written 
to me again, not to attempt to continue 
the now closed argument about who 
originally named our journal, but to set 
the record straight on his restoration of 
Phanton | chassis No. 500R. He 
writes: 


“Your decision to terminate the 
correspondence on who proposed the 
name ‘‘PRAECLARUM”' for our 
magazine has my full support and 
unqualified approbation. The last 
outrageous contribution from Victoria 
(L to E, 2-88) smacked of a desperate 
last ditch effort to prove the unsupport- 
able proposition . . . oh dear! | am 
forgetting your very sensible decision to 
not continue this matter which, as | said 
before, | fully support! 

“Nevertheless, although this matter is 
now concluded, | would like to thank all 
those who contacted me verbally and by 
letter, confirming that my facts were 
totally correct. In addition, | would like 
to thank all those in the legal fraternity 
for their kind offers! 

‘lam sure that all readers of this very 
fine publication will not be sorry that you 
have decided to cease this argument. 
My only regret is that | did not have an 
opportunity to refute the allegation that 
my restoration of 50 OR has ‘failed to 
proceed’. 

“It is true that | owned the vehicle for 
nearly thirty years but | was determined 
not to rush into the restoration without 
giving it proper consideration. Now, 28 
years later this process has been 
concluded, the restoration commenced 
and the attached photograph is evidence 
of the rapid progress that has been 


made. 

“I am sure all members who have 
actually carried out a full restoration will 
agree that this rate of progress is not 
unreasonable.” 


The photograph shows the very high 
standard of work that is going into this 
restoration. As can be seen, Jim needs 
one of those little brass nuts that screws 
into the top of the float chamber and 
covers the needle valve stop. Can 
anyone help? 


Xe | 


Martin Bennett. 


So 
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From the Federal President 


Federal Judging 

Following the resolutions by Federal 
Council at the 1987 Rally in relation to 
various aspects of Concours judging, | 
am hoping to prepare a resume of the 
various guidelines and rules for Con- 
cours judging and trophy presentation, 
and to publish same in August 
PRAECLARUM, in order that members 
may be completely familiar with the 
basis under which the judges will be 
working. 


Surfers Paradise Federal Council 
Meeting 

The 1988 Meeting of the Federal 
Council will be held at Surfers Paradise 
on Friday, 16 September, 1988. Pre- 
sumably Branch Delegates will by now 
have discussed with the relevant 
Branch Committees and/or in General 
Meeting, any matters of substance 
which are to be decided at the next Fed- 
eral Council Meeting. 

Items that were specifically listed, fol- 
lowing last year’s meeting include the 
definition “eligible motor vehicle’, as re- 
lates to the rights of membership (not 
Concours judging) in respect of so 
called ‘‘Bentley Specials’’, together with 
the suggestion from the South Aus- 
tralian Branch that both Branch and 
Federal Eligibility Committees be estab- 
lished for this and other similar 
purposes. 


Incorporation of Branches 
At the 1987 Canberra Council Meet- 


ing it was resolved that all State 
wy a i 


Branches should become incorporated 
as soon as possible, in order to 
minimise personal liability of Members 
in the event of any legal claim against 
the Club or its individual Branches. It is 
understood that Victoria and A.C.T. 
Branches will shortly be incorporated 
and it is hoped New South Wales 
Branch will also be incorporated before 
too long. The South Australia, Western 
Australia and Queensland Branches 
have been incorporated for some time. 


Bourke to Blatherskite Rally 

Members may have noticed the 
recent publicity of the latest ‘‘Bourke 
Bash” organised jointly by Redex and 
the Variety Club in relation to the 1988 
“Charity Fun Run” from Bourke to Alice 
Springs (Blatherskite Park). 

Previous “Bourke Bashes’” have 
been to Bourketown, to Barossa, and to 
Barrier Reef. The aim of this annual 
Rally is to raise money for charity, and 
this year | believe an amount in excess 
of $1.3m has been raised by the Variety 
Club, which is indeed a wonderful effort. 

Approximately 170 vehicles departed 
Bondi on Saturday, 4 June, with a 
further 40 or so vehicles from Mel- 
bourne and Adelaide. The one week 
Rally, through appalling outback condi- 
tions, included stops at Tibooburra in far 
western New South Wales, Marree in 
South Australia, Oodnadatta and 
Erldunda in Central Australia, Ayers 
Rock and Alice Springs. 

| was fortunate enough to spend a 


week following the Rally in a light air- 
craft and can give witness to the very 
trying conditions that the vehicles had 
to cope with. New South Wales mem- 
ber Paul Terry bravely entered his 1938 
Wraith Chassis No. WMB31 (Ex 
Margaret Hawke). The vehicle per- 
formed admirably, even though at one 
stage being bogged in mud half-way up 
the doors and at another stage towing 
its own four-wheel drive support vehicle 
several hundred kilometres. {t only 
“failed to proceed’’ at the actual 
entrance to Blatherskite Park (after 
travelling some 4,000 kilometres in a 
week), when the fuel pump stopped, 
requiring it to be pushed the past couple 
of hundred metres to the finish. 
Altogether a commendable effort!! 


Post-War Coachbuilt Trophy 

For the first time a Post-War Coach- 
built Trophy will be awarded to the post- 
war chassis fitted with custom coach- 
work (i.e. other than Rolls-Royce stan- 
dard steel coachwork) which gains the 
the most points in the Annual Concours. 
No specific nomination for this Trophy 
will be required, provided that the vehi- 
cle is entered for normal judging in the 
Concours. The Trophy will be open to 
both Bentley and Rolls-Royce vehicles. 
As well as recognising the work of the 
traditional coachbuilders, this Trophy 
will also act as an incentive to current- 
day coachbuilders to exhibit their 
craftmanship. 


Surfers Paradise Rally 
| am informed by Queensland Branch 
that entries for the Rally to be held on 
the weekend 16 to 19 September, 1988 
at Surfers Paradise have come in 
rapidly, but the Queensland Branch will 
still endeavour to accommodate late 
entries as far as possible. Any members 
interested in attending should contact 
Keith Brennan, or other Committee 
Members of the Queensland Branch. 
| look forward to seeing you in 
Queensland. 
Keith Wherry 


Around the Branches 


N.S.W. 
Annual Commemoration Run 
Sunday, 27 May 


The Commemoration Run over for 
another year — 237 people attended the 
luncheon at Oatlands House and | agree 
with the many — both Club members 
and guests, who came and remarked 
what an excellent venue it is for such 
an occasion — steeped in history as is 
our Club — adequate private parking to 
accommodate our 80-odd pride and 
joys, all of which were exceptional in 
their presentation — no worries about 
the public pouring and pawing all over 
them, a place where we can relax and 
enjoy the gounds and the children are 
safe and sound. 

Bruce Ross on behalf of the mem- 
bers, welcomed people who had 
travelled some distance to participate in 
our very special day, the Annual Com- 
memoration Run — our PRAECLARUM 
Editor Martin Bennett, Bryce Ronning 
and Don White from Goulburn and Al 
Kinloch from Canberra, Tony Ward's 
guests from the U.K., Jill and John (Bill) 
Martin and guests and Bill Cutts from 
Gosford and our irrepressible pair from 
Molong the Fletchers. 

Bruce also welcomed our two Foun- 
dation Members present, Barrie Gillings 
and George Sevenoaks, and our Fed- 
eral President Keith Wherry, his wife 
Kerry and guests — York Motors was 
well represented as usual by Roger 
Falkner, Paul and Clare Lukes, their 
oldest customer Mr Adams and his wife 
and eight other guests. 


The judges for the costumes for the 
era of the cars were Gail and Tyrone 
Dearing (who are Costumiers and cer- 
tainly know their eras) and a third guest 
who prefers to remain anonymous. They 
had a heck of a time choosing a couple 
who were ‘‘just that little bit better” than 
some of the others and the prize went 
to Jack and Merryl Godfrey for their 
20h.p. dress. 


There were so many members who 
joined the fun of dressing up, that | was 
unable to list them all, but thank you for 
your efforts. 


Gilbert Ashby proposed the Toast to 
the Company and | wondered how, after 
28 Commemoration Runs, he came 
forth with new and _ interesting 
information! 

Roger Falkner replied to the toast and 
took the opportunity to honour Mr 
Adams and presented him with the 
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magnificent Franklin Mint replica of 
AX201 and Mrs Adams with a lovely 
Wedgwood plate. 

At this stage | would like to thank 
Roger and York Motors for presenting 
a Wedgwood plate to the Club to be 
used as a prize or trophy. As the gifts 
had already been arranged for the day, 
it seemed such a shame to waste such 
an item on something frivolous and we 
decided to keep it for a future occasion, 
so that is something to look forward to. 

Roger also mentioned Mike Pallier 
who was, if you remember, named as 
Apprentice of the Year, proving Rolls- 
Royce are still turning out the best there 
is to offer. 

Now — wearing my other hat, without 
prejudice and being quite impartial — 
thanks must go to Bob Tompkins for 
arranging our 30 mile run, our starting 
place at Victoria Barracks, with ample 
room and our ‘‘comfort stop” at St 
Joseph's College Sports Ground, the 
hours of work preceding such an event, 
to Alan Smith for bringing over his 
computer to save further hours of pains- 
taking hand-work and Lesley for typing 
the cards and helping me with the social 
side. Eric Lang for taking time from a 
busy schedule to assist with the mar- 
shalling at the start. 
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As mentioned our morning tea break 
was at St Joseph’s College Sports 
Ground at Hunters Hill and, thanks to 
George Sevenoaks, Channel 7 took 
hours of footage, not only at Hunters 
Hill, but at Victoria Barracks and Oat- 
lands House, too. Sad to say, it con- 
densed to about 30 seconds on the 
News! What a shame, as they took 
some good shots of all the cars present. 
It would make very interesting viewing 
if it was available. 

We ran more than half an hour over 
our three hour luncheon time and at that 
time were asked to finish our coffee and 
port either in the vestibule or out on the 
terrace. There was a huge wedding 
booked — the cake was 6’ x 4’!!! — this 
we were pleased to do as it was such 
a beautiful day outside with plenty of 
comfortable seating in the vestibule. 
Most opted for the out-doors | noticed. 


You know, there are not many busi- 
ness houses these days who will bend 
over backwards to accommodate their 
guests and not hold their hand out in the 
process. Full marks to Oatlands for their 
co-operation and friendly service. 

| hope all present enjoyed the day — 
| know | did! 

Melva Tompkins 


lan Bennell appeared all too briefly in this gorgeous red Silver Cloud! H. J. Mulliner drop- 
head, recently imported from the U.K. Your Editor was remiss in failing to record the 
chassis number, but it is hoped that further photographs of this car will appear in 
PRAECLARUM in the future, particularly to show the unusual tail treatment — by no 
means obvious in this shot. Photo by the Editor. 
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This lovely white-with-red-leather Bentley Eight turned many a head. It is owned by media 


personality Mike Willessee. 


Federal President Keith Wherry owns this immaculate, very low : : : Sinisa — 
mileage Bentley T2 (SBH41441). Keith shares his irreproachable gos (OMe Editor! His T SELES: (SBH1563) is less than pristine, but 
good taste in motor cars with. . . is soon to be selectively refurbished. 

(oe Pe 


Charles Lloyd-Jones is the owner of this very elegant Silver GGR79 is a 25/30 Smith & Waddington Saloon. 
Wraith (WFC99) H. J. Mulliner Sedanca de Ville. Owner. Bob Sciberras. 


Bruce Ross manoeuvring his 1929 20/25 (GXO98) past the York Motors demonstrator Silver 
Spirit. They say an inch is as good as a mile, but that didn’t stop the anxiety showing on the 
countenances of some onlookers! Photo by the Editor. 


& 


Victoria 

1988 Concours d’Elegance 
Coombe Cottage, 
Coldstream 

Sunday, 19 June 


The 1988 Concours d’Elegance has 
come and passed, as all major events, 
and we all have memories of what was 
a most interesting day. 

This Concours was unique in a num- 
ber of ways, the principal one being the 
venue — Coombe Cottage. This partic- 
ular venue, | have no doubt, caused 
many members to attend who otherwise 
would have stayed at home, due to the 
‘“‘dampness”’ of the day, and thus the 
attendance was a very commendable 
80 cars. It was impossible to assess the 
rea! beauty of the large garden while 
dodging rain drops. However for those 
members and friends who made the 
effort to walk around the grounds, | 
believe they would have an idea of the 
size and how lovely the garden could be 
on a nice day. 

The Concours cars this year were 
parked in a separate area on the lawn 
in front of the main house. This arrange- 
ment proved to be reasonably success- 
ful. | would have liked to see more cars 
enter the Concours because, | believe 
there are a number of cars in the Club 
which, after a little effort, could be a 
Concours entrant. 

The Blind Association provided 
Devonshire Teas and tastings of local 
Yarra Valley wines which | understand 
proved to be popular. 

For the second year in a row, a post- 
war car won the overall Concours prize. 

This year the prize was won by Roth 
Gair’s 1954 Silver Dawn (SUJ98). This 
car is remarkable. It is original, and it 
was presented for judging in the best 
possible condition for judging given the 
prevailing conditions. 

The only other area of major contest 
was Section J for Silver Shadows and 
Relations. In this section we had three 
of the finest Silver Shadows in the Club 
which provided some ‘“‘hot’’ competi- 
tion. The section was won by Bob 
Ward's 1976 Silver Shadow 
(SRH24017). This car is an excellent 
example of how to present a car for 
judging in a Concours and to win over 
such cars as Ralph Pearson’s Shadow 
Il and Tony Forras’s Silver Shadow is 
no small achievement. 

All section winners in this year’s Con- 
cours received a rosette; the idea was 
suggested by Di Jones and the excel- 
lent rosettes were made by Thea 
Cornish. | must offer a thank you to 
Geoff Down who, under somewhat 
difficult conditions, compiled the list of 
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those cars that attended. The judges for 
this year were David Jones (Chief 
Judge), Gilbert Ralph, Byron Dobson, 
Russell Rolls and Graham Cornish. 

| do hope that in spite of the un- 
favourable atmospheric conditions, that 
all who attended had an enjoyable day. 


Above: 1923 Silver Ghost (88LK) owned by John Hunt is fitted with later (1930s) Martin 
& King saloon coachwork. 
Below: 1925 PI (2HC) Martin & King fixed head coupé owned by John Mann — winner 
of Class C. Photos by Roger Thiedeman. 


PRAECLARUM 


The Club and the Blind Association 
is indebted to Lady Vestey for allowing 
both organisations to make use of her 
property for this 1988 Concours 
d'Elegance. 

Graham Cornish 


ae 


Your Editor was privileged to drive John Ham's 1936 Pill H. J. Mulliner Touring 
Limousine (3AZ204). An experience not to be missed — never pass up such an offer! 
Photo by the Editor. 


Mixed doubles 1: Silver Wraiths WDC3 (left) owned by Michael 
Bristow and WOF4S9 (right) owned by Roy MacKenzie. Coachwork 
is by H. J. Mulliner and Park Ward respectively and shows the 


differing approach of these two builders. Photo by Roger 


Thiedeman. —— 


1988 Concours d’Elegance 
Winners 


Section 

A. SilverGhost: 
1913 Silver Ghost (2320E) 
Noel Tishler 


B. 20 h.p.; 20/25: 
No entry 


C. Phantoms | & II: 
1927 Phantom | (2HC) 
John Mann 


D. 25/30; Phantom Ill; Wraith: 
No entry 


E. Bentley 342 & 4% litre: 
No entry 


F. Silver Wraith; Silver Dawn; 
Phantom IV: 
1954 Silver Dawn (SUJ98) 
Roth Gair 


G. Bentley MkVI & R-type: 
No entry 


H. Silver Cloud & S Series; 
Phantoms V & VI: 
1960 Silver Cloud II (STB338) 
Robert McDermott 


J. Silver Shadow; T Series; 
Corniche; Carmague: 
1976 Silver Shadow (SRH24017) 
Bob Ward 


K. Silver Spirit; Silver Spur; 
Mulsanne & other current ser- 
ies cars: 

1981 Silver Spirit (ASHO3469) 
Russell Burge 


Overall Winner: 
1954 Silver Dawn Saloon 
(SUJ98) Roth Gair 


The interior of WDC3 is in classic Mulliner style of the 
late ‘thirties and early post-war years — in this 
instance 1949. Photo by the Editor. 
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Mixed doubles 2: Torre Panuzzo’s matching 1951 pair of Standard 
Saloons, Mk. VI (B115JN) and Silver Dawn (SDB48). Photo by 
Roger Thiedeman. 


The weather was bad 

but the company was good. 
David Ekberg trying to stay 
dry outside while keeping wet 
inside! Photo by the Editor. 


Roth Gair’s superb original black Silver Dawn (SUJ98) was Overall Winner of the 
Concours. Photo by the Editor. 
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Envoying Melbourne’s weather were (left) Merv Hardieman and (centre) Brian McMillan from 
Sydney and, fully accustomed to Melbourne's weather, George Forbes! Photo by the Editor. 


Z as ee ‘: 
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s oe a : es : 
Hoods up for dropheads was the order of the day! Robert McDer- This dashing S3 Continental H. J. Mulliner Flying Spur (BC96XE) 
mott’s Bentley Corniche (DBH10509). Photo by the Editor. is owned by Max Latimer. Photo by the Editor. 


oar 
& 


~ - 2 ce ‘es 


oe 


Stan Spackman has owned this perfectly maintained and ve Ted Hauser’s S2 Continental Park Ward drophead coupé 
original Silver Cloud Iil (SDW491) for twenty years. (BC120AR) also in reluctant hood-up mode! Photo by Roger 
Thiedeman. 


The only coachbuilt Silver Dawn in the Club is STH93, a 1954 Park Ward coupe owned by 
Jeffrey Croke. j 


a ae 
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Rags to Riches 


The Recovery and Restoration of 1910 40/50 h.p. Silver Ghost 1404 


Introduction 

The production of the 6-cylinder 
7,046 c.c. Rolls-Royce 40/50 h.p. com- 
menced at the Manchester factory of the 
Company in 1906. The polished chas- 
sis of the car No. 60551 was exhibited 
at the November 1906 Olympia Motor 
Show. The success of the 40/50 h.p. 
Rolls-Royce, shortly to be known as the 
“Silver Ghost” after the Olympia Motor 
Show display car, was assured. In fact 
so successful was the model that many 
hundreds were produced and sold to the 
upper classes of Britain and the world 
in the first several years of production. 

Chassis No. 1404 was around the five 
hundredth 40/50 h.p. chassis laid at the 
Company. The plant had moved to the 
new Derby factory which had been 
opened in July 1908 by Lord Montagu 
of Beaulieu, motoring pioneer and pub- 
lisher of the journal ‘‘Car Illustrated.” 
This magazine had set itself the task of 
introducing the motor vehicle to the 
wealthy society of Britain, and in no 
small way contributed to the success of 
the 40/50 h.p. Rolls-Royce. 

Lord Montagu acquired his first Silver 
Ghost model Rolls-Royce in 1908, 
Chassis No. 60751, one of only five 
70 h.p. experimental models. This car 
he had named “‘Dragonfly” and it was 
widely used in the New Forest country- 
side and throughout England. It must 
have impressed Lord Montagu greatly, 
for he ordered another Rolls-Royce, 
Chassis 1404 in mid 1910. 


Construction of Chassis 1404 

The introduction of the 1400 series 
Silver Ghost in 1910 saw the movement 
of the controls from the bulkhead to the 
top of the steering column, the introduc- 
tion of a new larger diameter inlet 
manifold, and an improved braking sys- 
tem. Chassis 1401 was prepared for the 
London Motor Show and delivered on 
20 October, 1910. (This car was later 
recalled to the factory in January 1921, 
and its fate beyond that date is 
unknown). 

Chassis 1404, the oldest surviving 
1400 series chassis, was laid as a Long 
Wheelbase frame on 18 August, 1910 
and the Woodhead springs were fitted 
to the frame on 26 August. Presumably 
the gearbox presented some initial 
problems having been road tested and 
rebuilt on 12 occasions from 19 
September to 20 October before being 


designated on the chassis cards as “'V. 
Good all round’. The dynamometer test 
was completed on 14 November, 1910. 

In many respects Chassis 1404 was 
unique. It was one of the very few Sil- 
ver Ghosts to be factory-fitted with 7”’ 
Palmer Cord tyres. Perhaps little 
wonder few were so equipped, since the 
chassis cost £550.0.0 ready for the 
coachbuilders, and the five 7’”’ Palmers 
cost an extra £73.14.0 over the cost of 
the normal 895 x 135 tyres as usually 
fitted to these cars! 

The car was commissioned with 
C.A.V. lighting equipment and dynamo, 
fitted at the factory on 18 November, 
1910 thus being certainly one of the 
earliest (perhaps the first) Rolls-Royce 
to be factory-fitted with electric lighting. 
The engine is fitted with the external 
harmonic balancer on the front of the 
crankshaft designed to prevent the whip 
in the long shaft. It is the earliest known 
surviving example, and could perhaps 
have been experimental in this regard 
also. 

The body was constructed by Barker 
& Company (Coachbuilders) Ltd at their 
factory at Shepherds Bush, London, 
under instructions to be “*. . . similar to 
Lord H. Scott's . . .’’ equipped with low 
wooden side doors, Auster windscreen 
and rear seat screen, cape cart hood 
with curtains and extensions to be fit- 
ted by Barkers. Aluminium was to be 
fitted to the platform steps (or running 
boards as we now know them) “instead 
of India rubber’, and cocoa mats 
strapped to these at a cost of £1.2.6. An 
Elliott speedo was fitted at a cost of 
Eighteen Guineas. 

The completed car with 512 cwt body 
fitted weighed 36 cwt 2 qrs 9 Ibs. The 
beautifully proportioned touring body 
was designed to carry ‘‘2 passengers in 
the front seat and 3 in the rear’. 

1404 was delivered to Lord Montagu 
on 14 December, 1910 at a total cost of 
£1,155.0.0. 


1404 and the Spirit of Ecstasy 

It is extensively documented that by 
late 1910 the Managing Director of 
Rolls-Royce Limited, Mr Claude John- 
son had become appalled by the 
proliferation of cheap and unsightly 
mascots being fitted to the Rolls-Royce 
by some of the Company’s customers. 
Johnson cailed upon Lord Montagu, 
whom he had consistenly used as an 
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advisor to the firm. As Lord Montagu 
was the patron of a young artist and 
sculptor whom he employed on the staff 
of his journal ‘‘Car I/lustrated’’, it was 
logical for him to seek the advice of this 
talented young man. Johnson accepted 
Lord Montagu’s recommendation and 
Charles Sykes was commissioned to 
create a statuette mascot suitable for 
the Rolls-Royce radiator cap. 

Sykes had already been commis- 
sioned by Rolls-Royce in 1909-10 and 
had completed his famous set of oil 
paintings for the 1910 Catalogue of 
Rolls-Royce Cars. His work had been 
exceptional. 

British author Paul Tritton in his work 
“John Montagu of Beaulieu, Motoring Pi- 
oneer and Prophet” (1985) has per- 
sonally inscribed in my copy: 


“If any car inspired Charles Sykes to 
create the Spirit of Ecstasy, it must have 
been 1404.” 


Certainly 1404, with its imposing Bar- 
ker coachwork, and the Palmer Cord 
tyres at 50 Ibs p.s.i. would have 
provided as comfortable and quiet a ride 
in a motor vehicle as had ever been pos- 
sible. Legend has it that the concept of 
the Spirit of Ecstasy came to Charles 
Sykes while he was riding in the 
Beaulieu countryside in 1404 with Lord 
Montagu of Beaulieu, and that Lord 
Montagu’s personal secretary Eleanor 
Thornton was the model for the 
sculpture. 


One photograph of 1404 depicts _ 
Eleanor Thornton on the running boards 
of 1404, and the photographer has care- 
fully framed both her and the Spirit of 
Ecstasy, as if to say, in Paul Tritton’s 
words, ‘‘This is the mascot, and here is 
the lady who inspired it.’’ 1404 was cer- 
tainly the first Rolls-Royce to carry the 
Spirit of Ecstasy mascot, soon to be 
made available for purchase as an 
accessory from 1911 onwards. It was 
not until 1921 that the Spirit of Ecstasy 
was fitted as factory-equipment with 
every Rolls-Royce. 

As Melbourne Brindle pointed out in 
his famous book “‘Twenty Silver Ghosts”’ 
a tradition had been established which 
has carried through to the present day. 
Together with the Grecian style radia- 
tor, and the entwined initials of Rolls and 
Royce on the radiator badge, the Spirit 
of Ecstasy formed the third of the now 
legendary symbols of Rolls-Royce. 
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Chassis 1404 displays the new Spirit of Ecstasy mascot with Eleanor Thornton, said to 
be the model for this creation, on the running board. Paul Tritton in his work John 
Montagu of Beaulieu has proposed that this photo portrays both the lady and the mascot 


in such fashion as to say “This is the mascot and here is the lady who inspired it. 


” 


(Source: p. 146). Clearly seen also are the large early AA Badge and the R.A.C. Life 
Member's badge. Photo courtesy of the National Motor Museum and Lord Montagu 


of Beaulieu. 


1404 The Grand Tourer 

Carrying the now famous registration 
plate AA 19, 1404 embarked upon a 
series of tours and adventures from 
1911 to 1925. Early in her life 1404 
travelled to France on several occasions 
at least. One of these involved a party 
of three Rolls-Royce 40/50 h.p. cars. 
The photograph taken at Auxerres in 
1911-12 shows the accompanying 
vehicles to be carrying their Spirit of 
Ecstasy mascots proudly atop the radi- 
ator, while 1404 has reverted to carry- 
ing the Life Membership badge of the 
Royal Automobile Club of which Lord 
Montagu was President. Note in the 
accompanying photograph the differ- 
ence between the 7’’ Palmer Cord tyres 


(915 x 135) and the conventional tyres 
(895 x 135) fitted to the other two 
Ghosts. Note too, the Boa Constrictor 
brand conventional horn, the huge 
C.A.V. headlamps and the unusually 
high profile of the rear of the front seat. 

In the summer of 1911, Lord Montagu 
hosted Prince Henry of Prussia when 
the British component of the Prince 
Henry Trials came to the U.K. These 
trials were held in two stages, the first 
in Europe, and the closing stages in 
Britain. Several very clear photos 
survive depicting Prince Henry in 1404, 
and serve well to illustrate much of the 
unique character of the coachwork of 
1404. 

Around 1915, 1404 was taken on a 
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longer journey, this time to far away 
India to serve as one of two cars held 
by Lord Montagu whilst there. Lord 
Montagu had been seconded to India 
from 1913 to undertake an assignment 
to assist the Indian Government to plan 
and construct highways to serve the 
nation. During the Great War period, 
and until 1919, Lord Montagu super- 
vised the construction of over 7,000 
miles of roads in difficult terrain. At the 
end of this period, 1404 returned to 
England and underwent a series of 
minor modifications including the 
replacement of the wheels and tyres 
with conventional artillery wheels and 
895 x 135 tyres. It is interesting to note 
that with his new Ghost Lord Montagu 
undertook a road survey of Great Britain 
and his car was equipped with Palmer 
Cord tyres. It is quite probable that they 
were transferred from 1404 due to their 
success. 


Subsequent Owners 

Page 29 of the Rolls-Royce Guaran- 
tee Book reveals that 1404 subse- 
quently went into the possession of T. 
Gibson-Bowles of Fawley, Hampshire in 
1919, and later in the same year passed 
on to that well renowned automotive 
enthusiast and dealer Mr Graham White 
of The Aerodrome, Hendon. 

By June 1920, Mr Carr of Coventry 
was the proud owner, but again not for 
long. It had been purchased by Mr 
Lionel Wright of Clapham, London by 
September, 1921. A further sale took 
place by 6 August, 1925 but the Guaran- 
tee Book omits to identify the new 
buyer. 

From this point onwards, movements 
are obscure indeed, there being sug- 
gestions that the car was still in England 
in 1928 and even as late as 1931. 
Australian Escapades of 1404 

How, when, where and why this fa- 
mous car came to Australia is indeed 
very much a mystery. Its whereabouts 
between 1925 and its demise in Austra- 
lia in the 1930s have been the subject 
of much research, so far to no avail. 
Suffice to say that we believe that 1404 
came to Australia in the late 1920s. The 
only thing.that can be said with any cer- 
tainty is that during this period it was re- 
bodied with a conventional vintage tour- 
ing body with nothing to recommend it. 

We know that 1404 was owned in the 
Riverina, a rich irrigation and orchard- 
ing district of south-western New South 
Wales, and most probably by a doctor. 
At one stage we believed that 1404 was 
purchased by inventor and agricul- 
turalist Hugh Victor McKay, although 
research in this area has shown that he 
owned a similar car, Chassis 1500, origi- 
nally owned by Dame Nellie Melba and 
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This photo depicts 1404 at the Hotel at Auxerres in 
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ce 


South-Central France in 1911. Note that while the two accompanying Ghosts each 


carries its Spirit of Ecstasy proudly, 1404’s mascot has not been mounted. Teddy Stephens, chauffeur to Lord Montagu of Beaulieu stands 
beside the car. It is interesting to also observe the difference between the normal 895x135 tyres fitted to the two other Ghosts, and the 
935 x 135 Palmer Cord Tyres on 1404. Photo courtesy of the National Motor Museum and Lord Montagu of Beaulieu. 


delivered to her at the Ritz, London in 
early 1911. H.V. McKay Jnr confirms 
that his father only ever owned one 
Rolls-Royce before the Second World 
War. (Of course, | have also pursued 
1500 and it appears that only one small 
component of that vehicle has survived.) 

The facts which surround the demise 
and break-up of the vehicle are however 
much clearer. In 1937 a minor accident 
in which 1404 suffered a cart axle 
through the radiator core brought about 
the premature demise of the car. Low 
values on big powerful cars, remoteness 
from service agencies and the age of 
the vehicle were most probably factors 
which led to it failing to attract interest 
in a used car yard in Griffith for quite a 
while. The eventual buyer saw in this ve- 
hicle the possibility of blending the 
proven Rolls-Royce 6-cylinder engine 
and transmission with the four-wheel 
brake frame and more modern body of 
a late vintage Packard. The blend could 
have been, in the eyes of the buyer, the 
ultimate car. 

Once purchased, the car was re- 
moved to the rear of the town’s cinema, 
where its body was removed and thrown 


away. The motor was carefully removed 
with its engine mounts all intact, and 
then placed into a cradle frame specially 
welded up to support and transport it to 
Queensland. The gearbox, drive train, 
steering column, box and wheel, radia- 
tor and bulkhead with instruments and 
the bonnet were all removed and trans- 
ported along with other lesser compo- 
nents such as gear and brake levers 
and the foot pedals. 

The chassis frame of 1404 remained 
for several years a neglected object at 
the rear of the theatre until, with the 
scarcity of steel it became of consider- 
able interest to a Griffith farmer. Around 
mid-1941 the chassis of 1404 was re- 
moved to a farm not far distant from the 
town where it remained (more or less) 
until 1981. The frame was now to be 
converted for agricultural purposes. 
What better than a Rolls-Royce framed 
water cart, and a superphosphate 
spreader with Silver Ghost axles! 

In the process of the conversion, the 
farm blacksmith meticulously stored 
many of the original Rolls-Royce com- 
ponents under the bench. Others were 
recycled to form various service and 


agricultural roles around the farm. The 
half-elliptic springs all survived, but the 
quarter elliptic rear springs were unfor- 
tunately thrown out in a clean up in 
recent years, not being recognised for 
what they were. Over the years various 
bits had been assessed for other uses, 
and a search of several adjacent proper- 
ties resulted in the retrieval of the brake 
cross-shaft complete with the equaliser 
gearbox and the set of original square- 
headed Rolls-Royce mounting bolts at 
both ends intact. 


The rear axle of 1404 under the Riverina 
superphosphate cart in 1981. Note the 
modern steel disc wheels welded to the 
hubs. 


> 


The frame was cut down in length, 
and other structural additions made to 
hold a tank with several hundreds of gal- 
lons capacity to service field machinery. 
The former tractor axle used on the cart 
was welded direct to the frame. It was 
unrecognisable to most but the Ghost 
enthusiast. The axles were reasonably 
intact. While all four original artillery 
wheel caps fitted in 1919 were there, 
and in fine shape, the stub axles had 
been welded up, and the crown wheel 
and pinion had been removed from the 
rear axle housing and the axle half- 
shafts removed. Pieces of one only 
survived. 

The wheels had all had their rims and 
spokes removed, and steel disc wheels 
from a Ford V8 welded onto the hubs. 
Shame, you might say, but had the 
wheels not been serviceable in this 
manner, the chances are both axles 
might have been rejected long ago. 

These two farm carts provided yeo- 
man service on the farm for forty years 
— no doubt the envy of those who saw 
them. 
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The story continues .. . 

Around 1958, a Queensland member 
of the Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club, while 
searching in northern New South Wales 
for the remains of a Brush car of circa 
1908 manufacture near Inverell, was 
given directions to an owner of a Rolls- 
Royce who perhaps might have been 
able to help. This person, enthusiastic 
about the breed, had noted an old Rolls- 
Royce engine on another property some 
forty miles distant. The subsequent 
drive over revealed the engine of 1404, 
still in the cradle mounting, under a 
power pole in the open, with the bon- 
net now being used as a dog kennel! 

To cut this quite long story short, con- 
tact was made with the owner at 
Buderim in Queensland, the brother-in- 
law of the property owner. A deal was 
soon made and the engine traded off for 
a matter of a few pounds. Upon return- 
ing to Brisbane a message was received 
that more of the car was available in 
Buderim, and was of course duly col- 
lected. The car had been spread over 
more than a thousand miles for more 


The engine of chassis 1404 being inspected by H.R.H. Prince Michael of Kent (right), the 
present Lord Montagu of Beaulieu (centre) and the owner during the Australian 
Bicentennial Castrol World Rally in March, 1988. Photo courtesy of “The Canberra 
Times.” 


PRAECLARUM 


than twenty years, and in 1960 or so, it 
came together in two places, Brisbane 
and Griffith. 

A very close friend at the time advised 
me in 1975 of the whereabouts of the 
chassis in the Riverina, or what had 
once been a chassis! So it all began. 
Due largely to the health of the owner 
six more years were to pass before we 
were able to secure the remains. 
Neither the Queensland owner of the 
motor and parts, nor the Riverina farm- 
er knew of the other’s existence. Form- 
ing the link between these two made the 
bringing back together of 1404 a possi- 
bility. Over 95% of the original Rolls- 
Royce mechanicals survive today, with 
only minor components missing. Most 
of these have been recovered by a net- 
work spread around the globe, during 
the last seven years. The acquisition of 
the trailer-based Ghost parts required 
two new trailer set-ups to be manufac- 
tured to achieve the same roles on the 
farm. This was achieved inside two 
weeks in 1981. 

Now 1404’s engine had been acq- 
uired to assist in the restoration of a 
1909 Ghost, Chassis 1122. It had been 
intended to cannibalise the inlet 
manifold and the carburettor for 1122, 
although these were not the correct 
components as originally fitted to 1909 
models. A lucky break in Sydney yielded 
a 1909 carburettor incomplete but bas- 
ically there. The missing components 
were made up, and the final product ex- 
changed to keep 1404’s carburettor with 
the car. Neither 1404 nor 1122 had their 
magnetos with them, but we have 
achieved the impossible and found two 
of these and they have been rebuilt. 
1909 instruments have been acquired 
to exchange for those from 1404, which 
have now been returned to the chassis 
after 50 years apart. 

The Accessories 

With the break-up of 1404, all the 
original accessory fittings have been 
lost from the car. A scavenge hunt be- 
gan immediately in 1981 when we 
acquired the frame parts, and almost 
everything has been replaced. As the 
car will be rebuilt exactly as it was origi- 
nally, it. was important to locate 
examples of the same equipment. We 
have acquired the C.A.V. side lamps, 
large C.A.V. head lamps, the C.A.V. 
Diver’s Helmet tail lamps and switchbox 
components. We have similarly ac- 
quired an Elliott speedometer, a clock, 
and a full set of Rudge 100 wire wheels 
and of course, an original 1911 Spirit of 
Ecstasy mascot. 


The Restoration 
Chassis 1404 has come back 
together under the one roof for the first 


3-88 


1423 


and 


and 


PRINCE HENRY TOUR. 


The Photograph shows 


PRINCESS HENRY of PRUSSIA 


experiencing the 
WONDERFUL COMFORT 


obtained by using the 


AUSTER EXTENDING BACK SHIELD 


which completely protects back passengers from wind, dust, 
showers, &c., makes the open car almost as comfortable as a limousine 
without its disadvantages, may be instantly extended or folded away 
by a lady in the back seat, and forms An Excellent Table. 


THE GERMAN EMPRESS’ CUP 


QUEEN MARY’S CUP 


were won on Cars fitted with Auster Patent Front Shields. 


PRINCE HENRY OF PRUSSIA 


LORD MONTAGU OF BEAULIEU 


are using the Auster Front Shield, which never rattles or works 
loose, will outlast the car itself, and is the one Perfect Shield. 


“el. AUSTER Ltd. 


(right) 


Birmingham. 


Patent Extending Back Shield. 


Prince Henry Tour Prince and Princess Henry of Prussia, and Lord 
Barford St., Montagu. in car, fitted with Auster Patent Front Shield and Auster 


Original advertisement for the Auster rear seat screen shows Prince Henry of Prussia with Lord Montagu of Beaulieu in 1404 at the 1911 
Prince Henry Trials in England. This photo appeared in The Car Illustrated, Lord Montagu’s own motoring publication. From the National 
Motor Museum Photographic Library. 


time in more than 50 years. The task of 
the restoration of this most significant 
car has been made possible by valua- 
ble club contacts both within Australia 
and overseas, a substantial bank over- 
draft, a good measure of luck, and a 
heck of a lot of dedication and under- 
standing on the part of the whole fami- 
ly. Many wives would have walked out 
under lesser circumstances! 

In 1982 | acqulred a Hooper limousine 
body originally fitted to the 57 h.p. Daim- 
ler of King George V in 1912. It was the 
intention then to make the minor adap- 
tations to fit this body to 1404. Within 
a short space of time after its acquisition 
| began to come across photographs of 
1404, and it wasn’t long before | was 
convinced by Lord Montagu of Beaulieu 
and by Michael Ware, Curator of the 
British National Motor Museum that to 
have fitted that magnificent limousine 
body to 1404 would have netted a result 
where neither of the famous vehicles 
would have materialised again, but 
something of a blend of the two. The de- 
cision was finally made when we 
received additional excellent photos of 
1404 taken in 1915, and when we ac- 


quired the set of wire wheels so impor- 
tant to the rebuild of the car. The re- 
creation of the original Barker coach- 
work was the only way to go, so the 
Hooper limousine was offered for sale 
to assist the expensive restoration. In 
all, we now have nine different original 
photos of 1404 showing that magnifi- 
cent coachwork from different angles 
and with various vital bits of information. 

Until the 1988 Australian Bicentenni- 
al Castrol World Rally is over, | simply 
cannot see my way clear to spend time 
on the restoration. What is being 
achieved is being done stealthily to keep 
the feeling of some achievement, and 
to avoid absolute frustration. It was 
never my intention to write up 1404 un- 
til it was completed, but pressure from 
many people to do so has caused me 
to yield. 

| believe that nothing can now impede 
the restoration of 1404, but | would be 
pleased to hear from anyone who might 
have information about Ghosts in the 
Riverina in the 1930s, and from anyone 
who may be able to help with Auster 
front screen pillars, transmission brake 
drum parts, 1910 axle half-shafts, and 


a six-bow hood folding mechanism of 
this era. 

It is sincerely hoped that 1404 can be 
completed in time for the 80th Anniver- 
sary of the Spirit of Ecstasy in 1991. Do- 
nations of folding matter will be grate- 
fully received!! 
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Eligibility 

As | waded through the lengthy article 
by our esteemed and long-time South 
Australian member Gavin Sandford- 
Morgan (PRAECLARUM 2-88, p.1401) 
for the third time, | was forced to a 
ghastly conclusion — he is a disciple of 
Sir Humphrey Appleby! 

I’m lost in admiration for Gavin's 
dexterity with the pen — at one moment 
pleading eloquently for tolerance of 
different wheel sizes, engines and gear- 
boxes moved back in the frame and the 
like, and the next seeking to apply 
unreasonable restrictions such as no 
alloy wheels! 

Gavin gives us a splendid argument 
in favour of permitting replacement 
bodies and then turns around and says 
“we feel that badly built, ugly and 
generally degrading bodywork should 
cause the car to be ruled ineligible.” 
Well, that would place some cars 
already in the Club in jeopardy, wouldn't 
it?! Including some with original bodies! 
The fact is that beauty and elegance are 
in the eye of the owner — and some- 
times the beholder! We cannot have 
cars arbitrarily ruled ineligible merely 
because some committee sees it as 
“ugly”. We all have our rose-coloured 
glasses and | am trying to look kindly at 
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Gavin through mine — even when he 
suggests (horror of horrors) a vast 
extension of our already top-heavy 
Club’s beaurocracy! Six Branch 
Eligibility Committees and on top of that 
a Federal Committee with a Court of 
Appeal?!! It’s the Australian parliamen- 
tary farce revisited! Such Committees 
would be in a position to have a field day 
disposing of cars and owners — the 
arguments and recrimination would go 
on for ever! 

Gavin says we are ‘‘temporary 
custodians of our automotive artifacts, 
we Clearly have a responsibility to 
preserve their authentic condition and 
to curb our own personal preferences” 
etc. Male bovine dust, Sir Gavin, male 
bovine dust!! Anyway, how do Bentley 
“Specials” fit in with this philosophy? 

The Club is not some exclusive Order 
of Oddfellows caring for sacred religious 
relics (although on occasions like this | 
begin to wonder!) Rolls-Royce manufac- 
tures high-quality motor cars renowned 
for their longevity, which we buy, use 
and sometimes sell. The Company is 
mercenary enough to seek to actually 
to make a profit out of this enterprise 
in order that it may remain in business! 
They are not making the Mona Lisa. A 
few cars merit museum presentation of 
course — but the majority do not. 
Certainly its fun and commendable to 
restore an elderly vehicle to its original 
condition and period style, if one can 
afford to do so, but there cannot be 
compulsion exerted on members not to 
alter their cars (even when an exception 
is made of Mk VI Bentleys) — only 
encouragement. 

Times have changed. We now live in 
the era of the nouveau riche. Many 
jumped-up low talent pop stars can and 
do buy Rolls-Royce cars; any ugly 
Aussie Ocker millionaire can do like- 
wise, and any number of Arthur Daley 
types have them. The point being that 
the car doth not the gentleman make, 
so don't let’s get all pompous and 
pedantic and take ourselves and Club 
affairs too seriously. The Club should be 
a meeting place for people who 
appreciate the style and quality of Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley cars; a place for fun 
and enjoyment from our mutual interest 
and to obtain technical help in keeping 
the cars on the road in these times of 
dwindling spare part supplies and high 
costs. 


Eligibility 

If we declare Gavin’s Bentley 
“Special” ineligible simply because it 
has a replacement body which not 
everybody finds attractive we would 
have to do likewise with many Silver 
Ghosts and cars from the ’twenties 
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which are in tne same position, with 
many bodies from a later period to the 
chassis. Gavin's car incorporates some 
traditional Bentley styling features from 
earlier years, but is hardly typical for the 
period and chassis type. 

Rolls-Royce built chassis for sale right 
up to the Silver Shadow series and one 
could order a body from a coachbuilder. 
Some of these were, by conventional 
styling standards, ugly and grotesque. 
Others, from builders such as Franay, 
were way out, but none-the-less 
beautiful — to some eyes! Presumably, 
those who bought the ‘“‘uglies’’ liked 
them. Who is to be an arbiter of what 
is or is not in keeping with Rolls-Royce 
styling standards, apart from Standard 
Steel and other ‘‘in-house”’ styles? 

We cannot have Committees of 
members sitting in judgment on the 
good or bad taste of other members, 
when in turn their own taste and bias 
could be equally questionable. | can’t 
think of anything more calculated to 
provoke ill will and argument — and in 
today’s legal climate, perhaps even 
litigation. 

As far as the mechanical side of it 
goes, Gavin’s car, for example, has a 
Mk VI chassis, engine, gearbox, etc., 
etc. Basically, all that has been done is 
to move the engine/gearbox assembly 
rearward in the chassis for better weight 
distribution with a light body (probably 
better aesthetically, too.) This necessi- 
tated the chassis’ cruciform member 
also being moved rearward. So what? 
Are we going to quibble about that? 

Sources of 16” tyres are few and res- 
tricted and if they give up we may all 
have to fit 15” wheels and go radial. 
Come to think of it, we would probably 
be safer on radials than on the vintage 
cross-plies we are currently forced to 
use. There are plenty of Ghosts, 
Phantoms and Twenties with smaller 
than original wheels — largely for the 
same reason. | understand that at least 
one Ghost has hydraulic brakes! 

Gavin proposes that cars with non- 
original type engines be deemed 
ineligible. In the U.K. there are Phantom 
Ills which have had their worn-out, 
damaged, incomplete or missing V12 
engines replaced by Rolls-Royce 
straight-eight commercial engines. 
Surely this is better than having a fine 
car languish in a shed for want of an 
original type engine, and should 
certainly not render it ineligible. 


Branch Eligibility Committees 

The N.S.W. Branch considers these 
quite unnecessary for we effectively 
already have them in the form of Branch 
Committees which check owners’ cars 
when admitting them. Of course, there 
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might be difficulties in South Australia 
where rumour has it that there is little 
formal structure and hardly ever a 
meeting! 

At a recent well-attended meeting of 
the N.S.W. Branch it was unanimously 
decided: 


1. That the only criteria for eligibility 
should be that the car has ‘‘a Rolls- 
Royce chassis, engine, gearbox and 
rear axle”’ 


and 


2. That is opposes any Federal Eligi- 
bility Committee or Court of Appeal. 


The N.S.W. Delegates to Federal 
Council have .been_ instructed 
accordingly. 


Concours 

| see no reason why Bentley 
“Specials” and the like shouldn't enter 
their respective model Class. Concours 
Directors should admit them and leave 
it to the judges’ discretion and the points 
award system. Since Gavin's car only 
has the engine/gearbox and cruciform 
moved back it should score well. In fact, 
didn’t a similar car win in its Class at the 
last Perth Federal Rally? (Yes, but a 
Class had been created for ‘‘Bentley 
Specials”’ at that Rally. This would be 
impossible with today’s standardised 
Classes, but that is not to say that such 
a car could not win the Bentley Mk VI/R- 
type Class. — Ed.) 


Conclusion 

Let's keep this Club free from 
pedantic and pompous rules and 
regulations. Let's make it flexible and, 
above all, FUN! 


Tony Ward, 
N.S.W. Branch. 


P.S. | like Gavin S-M and | like his car 
— | wish | had one! 


Eligibility — more 
Following the article which you 
kindly published in PRAECLARUM No. 
2-88, in which | set out the S.A. Branch 
Committee’s (and my own) thoughts on 
various aspects of the fundamental 
matter of the definition of what is “An 
Eligible Motor Car’, as specified in our 
Club Constitution, | observed your 
“Editor's Note’’, inviting comment on 
the points covered. 
| feel there is a very important point 
which | perhaps should have stressed 
more in this article, and therefore crave 
your further indulgence to allow me to 
Clarify this aspect. 
What we are concerned with is the 
clearest possible definition of the motor 
car, the ownership of which makes a 
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person eligible to become a Member 
of our Club. We are not specifically 
referring to eligibility for concours 
judging, since this is a subsidiary 
matter, not directly related to 
membership eligibility. 

Clause 6 of our Constitution clearly 
and simply states that an Eligible Motor 
Car is ‘‘A Royce Limited — etc., etc. 
motor car’. 

There is no qualification or reserva- 
tion as to modification, desecration or 
changes wrought by time, personal 
whim, or the activities of the skilled and 
imaginative person who, even now, may 
be creating a Rolls-Royce or Bentley 
motor car out of bare bones, perhaps 
from several skeletons, and the trans- 
plant or re-creation of vital organs. 

It therefore seems to me that any 
motor car which is identifiable by 
numbers and components as having 
originally been the product, or sum of 
products, of the Companies specified is, 
ipso facto, whether we like it or not, an 
eligible motor car, because only its 
original parentage is defined in the 
Constitution. 

I’m not sure | like this conclusion 
myself, but | cannot see any other 
strictly accurate way of interpreting this 
Constitution definition. 

It therefore follows that it is only the 
incorporation in a Rolls-Royce or 
Bentley motor car of any major 
mechanical components (as distinct 
from bodywork) which is not the product 
of one of the Companies specified, 
which would make this motor car 
ineligible. 

Finally, | noted the Editorial ‘‘tongue- 
in-cheek’’ comment regarding ‘‘mag’’ 
wheels. Needless to say, what | was 
referring to disapprovingly was the over- 
the-counter tasteless ‘‘bolt-on’’ wheel, 
— not the attractive and effective factory 
fitting. 

Having recently had the privilege of 
living with a brand new Bentley Turbo 
“R”’ with all the latest goodies, for a few 
days, and driving it under a variety of 
high speed and other conditions, | fully 
endorse both the appearance and 


effectiveness of this superb motor car, 
including its light alloy wheels, and 
Setright’s eulogistic comments. 


Gavin Sandford-Morgan, 
S.A. Branch. 


Silver Cloud III Restoration 

You will be pleased to know that my 
Silver Cloud Ill (SCX449) is finally back 
on the road after nearly two years. 

The staff at Brian McMillan’s Vehicle 
Restoration Division have made a 
superb job of the panels and paintwork. 
To my eye they have left no stone 
unturned in pursuit of perfection in what 
was a huge task. Great pains were 
taken to ensure perfect fit of doors and 
other panels. 

Bruce Ross’s patience was tested to 
the limit with my numerous requests for 
hard-to-get and obsolete pieces to keep 
the bodywork correct and original. 

The overhaul of the engine and gear- 
box was very successful and the work 
carried out by John Vawser leaves 
nothing to be desired. He even insisted 
upon rebuilding such items as the 
heater taps to ensure that ! will enjoy 
years of trouble-free running. 

The interior trim, with the exception 
of the seats and door trims, was 
renewed with the help of Gail and Ty 
Dearing. Night after night we whipped 
the old Adler along to make new head- 
lining, carpets and trim. Gail’s eyes 
were red and Ty looked as though he 
needed a good holiday in the end! 

The restoration of a Silver Cloud is a 
monumental undertaking, but to look on 
SCX449 virtually as it would have 
looked when new, it was all worth it. 

| look forward to hearing your 
personal comments on the job after you 
see it for yourself at the Federal Rally 
in Queensland. 


Phil Morrow, 
N.S.W. Branch. 


| HAVE seen it, Phil! The quality of the 
work is nothing short of amazing. 
Readers please note that all persons 
referred to in this letter are Club mem- 
bers. — Ed. 


SCX449 pre-restoration. The ‘CLOUD 3° registration plate has since been replaced by 


something rather less brash. 


Market Place 


CARS FOR SALE 


1929 Phantom II, CHASSIS 120XJ, Jack- 
son Jones and Collins limousine with 
division. New leather upholstery through- 
out. $60,000. Ted Hudson, 14 Ferdinand 
Street, Hunter’s Hill, N.S.W. 2110. (02) 
816 4295. 


1936 25/30 (GGM10) H.J. Mulliner Sports 
Saloon. Blue with grey upholstery complete 
with handbook, tools, wheel disks and 
kneeling mascot. Older restoration, and in 
excellent mechanical order. $55,000 o.n.o. 
Ray Millington (02) 654 1939 or 654 1198 


1965 Silver Cloud IIl (SJR481), Bur- 
gundy, two owners. One of the best in 
Australia. Many Qld. Branch trophies. 
Meticulously maintained with full log 
books. $87,000. Tony Medland, Brisbane 
(07) 848 8444 (07) 349 3900. 


CARS WANTED 


Silver Cloud | or II. Alan Wilson (051) 
74 1330(w) 74 3070(h). 


manual 
(03) 


Long Boot Silver Dawn or 
R-type Bentley. Byron Dobson 
758 2315 or 758 5641. 


Bentley T2 or Continental. Must be in 
very good condition. Noel Robinson (07) 
229 5266(w) 268 4196(h). 


Bentley T series. Silver Shadow con- 
sidered but prefer Bentley. Bob Clarke 
(064) 92 2494(h) 92 1600(w) 


Long Boot Silver Dawn in top condition 
for Keith Brennan. (07) 378 8585. 


Bentley Mk. VI or Silver Dawn. Peter 
Reedman (02) 957 2725 or (018) 220002. 


Silver Ghost, must be complete and runn- 
Ing, but no objection to cosmetic restor- 
ation. Keith Wherry (02) 29 7455(w) 
817 2992(h). 


A descriptive advertisement of reasonable 
length is free to those members who do not deal 
in selling or servicing of Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley cars or equipment. Others are charged 
$15.00 per advertisement (less for multiple 
advertisements} 

A fixed charge of $10.00 is made for each 
picture to accompany an advertisement from 
any person. Photographs should be clear black 
and white or colour prints. Please send a 
duplicate print as return cannot be guaranteed 


1426 


Queensland member wants restoration 

project. 20 h.p., 20/25 or 3% Derby 

Bentley, complete car, rolling chassis, 

whatever. Details please, Don Hatcliffe, 

ne Post Office, Beenleigh, Queensland. 
vis 


Pre-War (Derby) Bentley at reasonable 
price. No objection to one needing work 
but must be a goer. Al Kinloch (062) 
54 2448. 


Silver Cloud Ill wanted by Keith Wherry 
(02) 29 7455(W) 817 2992(H). 


PARTS FOR SALE 


Magnetos, Watford E06, for Silver Ghost, 
two almost complete plus third spare 
body. $450 the lot. 


Pair front mudguards, suit Phantom lI, 
six wheel equipped, and front valance 
panel, excellent condition, no rust. $600. 
Would cost well over $3000 to reproduce. 
Germania 6" self-generating headlight, 
complete, in very good condition. $240. 
Jim Redman (02) 330511. 


5 Olympic Ajr-ride Retreads 670 x 16. 
Unused. $50.00 each. Michael Finney 
(02) 570 1250 (evenings). 


Pair Lucas foglights as fitted to SCI/Ii/IIl, 
Bentley $1/2/3. Brand new. $350. An- 
drew McFarland (02) 302935(H) 331 2063 
(W). 


Bentley T unvented wheel cover, com- 
plete, $200. 2 oil filters part No. RH2543, 
suit early Shadow/T and some other 
models, $20 each. Windscreen washer 
bottle with motor and bracket, suit early 
Shadow/T (overhauled) $50. Dual petrol 
pump, suit early Shadow/T and some 
other models (used) $50. 2 reversing lamp 
lenses, early Shadow/T, $5 pair. 16 
hydraulic tappets, S1, 2, 3 (used) $200. 
Trouble light, pre-Shadow models, $200. 
Flat lens foglamp, complete, Mk. VI/R/ 
Silver Dawn, etc., mint condition, $100. 
David Kenway (03) 25 3129(H). 


Rear windscreen for Edwardian Tourer, 
most original and complete with knee 
blanket. Ideal for Ghost or Phantom. Peter 
Shellard, 204 Bay St.; Brighton, Vic. 
3186 (03) 596 7406 or (007) 33 1060. 


Original lens (Cornercraft), 3 part for Mk. 
VI rear number plate. Max Duncombe, 
(07) 888 3244. 


Parties dealing in motor cars must, where 
required by l!aw, quote their dealer’s licence 
number and comply with all other statutory 
requirements relating to their advertising. 

Cheques should be made payable to 
R.R.O.C. and must accompany advertisement. 


PRAECLARUM 


ROLLS-ROYCE OWNERS’ CLUB CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


PARTS FOR SALE 


A beautiful pair of reproduction 1930 Park 
Ward coachmaker plates. These have been 
made up in stainless steel and are suitable 
for either polishing or plating. °'_e: 
45 x 71 mm. in same gauge as originals. Un- 
drilled. $200 the pair. Geoff Williams, (045) 
67 7247. 


Components for full-flow conversion from 
bypass system for Bentley Mk. VI, Silver 
Dawn and Silver Wraith. $500. List of 
parts available. Tom Ginnan (062) 41 1873. 


PARTS WANTED 


For 1929 20/25, a pair of bonnet clips; also 
a Klaxon horn. Geoff Williams, (045) 67 7247. 


For 20 h.p. GAK33: Four or five wheels 
with long (6%’") centre, with or without 
rims. Can swap or sell four wheels for 
20/25 (short 53/8" centre) fitted with 
good 5.50 x 18 Olympic tyres, or might 
sell. Also wanted, Watford or A.T. black 
faced 70 m.p.h. Speedometer to suit 
above chassis. G. Sandford-Morgan, 37 
Fuller St., Walkerville, S.A. 5081. (08) 
269 1285 


Pirrelli tyres 16 inch suitable for Dawn new 
or second hand one or complete set. 
Peter Shellard, 204 Bay St., Brighton, 
Vic, 3186 (03) 596 7406 or (007) 33 1060. 


Set of Spats, or pattern for same, for 
Mk. VI Bentley. David Brown, (071) 
95 1755(W), (071) 95 5142 (H). 


Vacuum operated windscreen washer: 
bottle with the top for $1. David Vann, 
(07) 263 4926. 


Handbook for PI. Must be 4th Edition 
(May, 1928), not Condensed Edition. To 
buy, or borrow for copying. Bruce Gardner 
(03) 787-1820. 


Tail lights for Silver Shadow with built-in 
reversing lamps. Graham Norman, (071) 
44 6645. 


Combination Spanner (2 B.A./5 B.A./ 
3 B.A.), part number OE5078 for Silver 
Cloud Ili toolkit. Brian MacDonald (069) 
25 4249. + 


Classified advertisements should be factual 
and truthful. Persons found misrepresenting 
Cars, parts or services will be denied further 
advertising. Those advertisements relating to 
cars for sale must specify chassis number and 
price. All classified ads will be edited and may 
be condensed and may be rejected without 
explanation or discussion. Facts and data for 
each advertisement should be typed or hand- 
written clearly on letter size white paper and 
forwarded to: 


MARTIN BENNETT, “ALLAMBI,” R.M.S. 3310, GOULBURN, N.S.W. 2580 


Deadlines: 


21st of the month preceding the month of publication. 
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R. A. McDERMOTT & CO. ARE PROUD TO ! 
OFFER FOR SALE TWO MAGNIFICENT 
BENTLEY MOTOR CARS: 


1986 BENTLEY TURBO R. Light Ocean Blue with Dark Blue Everflex Roof and Dark 
Blue Hide. Australian delivery. $295,000. 


—_ ” 


— ‘ tig =e 


1987 BENTLEY EIGHT. 1987 Melbourne Motor Show Car. Vermillion with Beige Hide. 
Memory seats and optional alloy wheels. 20,000 km only with one owner. Perfect 
condition. Reg. No. DLF-645. $235,000. 


R.A. MCDermott & Co. 


Sales ¢ Service ¢ Repairs * Spares ® Restoration 


120 STURT STREET, SOUTH MELBOURNE, VICTORIA. 3205 
ay ee a LMCT 4141 
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CLASSICAL RESTORATIONS & RESPRAYS 
_¢ ROLLS-ROYCE ¢ BENTLEY 


The outstanding skill and expertise of the master 
craftsman will dramatically transform the present 
appearance and pride of ownership of your 
prestigous motor vehicle. Classical restoration or 
respray can also significantly increase its present 
value. 


DETAILED 
ESTIMATES ARE OBLIGATION FREE 


Country and Interstate enquiries welcome 


BRIAN MCMILLAN’S 
Prestige Vehicle Lainting 


Quite unique in the world 
ENTIRELY SEPARATE PREMISES FOR RESTORATION AND RESPRAY. 
3 (YES 3) YEAR PAINT WARRANTY. EXTENSIVE REFERENCE LIBRARY FOR YOUR MODEL. 
11 & 20 EXCELLER AVENUE, BANKSTOWN, N.S.W. 2200 
‘Phones (02) 790 6675 (02) 796 2090. After Hours (02) 708 6807. 


BRUCE R. ROSS PTY. LTD. 


340 PENNANT HILLS ROAD, PENNANT HILLS. 2120 
Phone: (02) 484 1239; 484 1253; 484 1254; 484 4419 
Telex: AA24158 


Rolls-Royce & Bentley — Spares & Service 
ITEMS FOR RESTORERS AND REPAIRERS: 


Fuel Door Seals 

Number Plate and Reverse Lamp Seals 
Door Windlace 

Door Sill to Window Frame Strip 
Antenna Base Seals 

Window Channel Strips 

Grille Shell Seals 

Front Air Intake Seals 

Spring Gaiters 


Boot Weather Strips 
Wing Mirror Pads 

Boot Handle Seals 
Overrider Channel Rubber 
Hub Caps and Fittings 
Rear Sill Stone Guards 
Rear Door Stone Guards 
Tail Lamp Mounting Pads 
Tail Lamp Lens Seals 
Wing Mirrors 


Door Weather Seal Kits 
Windscreen Seals 

Rear Screen Seals 

Front Mud Flaps 

Sill Protector Strips 

Head Lamp Mounting Pads 
Sun Roof Seals 

Scuttle Vent Seals 

Bonnet Lacing 


Extensive Range of Spare Parts for all models 
Over 10,000 stock lines 1904-1988 


MECHANICAL PARTS, ELECTRICAL AND COACHWORK ITEMS 
GENUINE TOOLS 
OWNER’S HANDBOOKS ® WORKSHOP MANUALS ¢ SPARE PARTS MANUALS 


MANY DIFFICULT AND HARD TO GET ITEMS. DON’T SAY YOU CAN’T GET IT — 
TRY US FIRST. 


GOULPRESS PRINTERS, GOULBURN — (048) 21 1761 Registered by Australia Post, Publication No. NBH 1893 
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